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inging. "The al Oct. 8, 10 ag 
r singing, ‘‘ The glorious 

which God has given,” George 
A. Smith offered prayer, followed 
the singing of the hymn on the 294 


er Richard Bentley arese and 


gave an entertaining account of his [Same 


late mission to Europe, and expressed 
his j joy gratification in bath, 
of returning in peace, in 
and in finding his family the hap 
icipants in similar blessings. ie 
that his experience. in the 
had done him of 
Elder M. Shipp, w | 
from hig missign “last F all, 
and from the States a few days ago, 
painted" in glowing colors the lament- 
able and pitiable condition of many in 
the States. The corruption and dis- 
*ppointed ambition of aspiring dema- 
€s received appropriate comments. 
enished the Saints to be alwa 


such a condition as to knew 
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voice of the 


Shepherd; for ‘he 

was satisfied that the way to build | 

ourselves up was to labor for the’. 
om of God. | 


dér Erastus Snow made state. 
ment of the condition of the " 
the cotton district of ‘he said. 
three years ago, he : 
300 families were chosen = go and 


settle in Washington county 
two-thirds of that washer 


in 
one-half of whom would Juste 


relieve the mission 
man to continue his rs 


there. 
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President Heber C. Kimball asked 
the congregation whether we shall 
take a course to sustain ourselves or 
not. The world will not sustain us, 
g0 we will sustain ourselves, and carry 
the Gospel to all nations, gather the 
honest poor, and teach them to sus- 
tain themselves. The wealth of the 
southern settlements is not yet de- 
veloped, but that portion of our 
country will be the most wealthy. 
Those men who have been delinquent 
and have not fulfilled their mission, 
unless they repent they will be sus- 
pended from fellowship ; there is no- 
thing but a speedy repentance that 
will save them from beiny severed 


SEMI-ANNUAL 


CONFERENCE, 


sang, “‘O, my Father, thou that dwel- 
lest.” 

President Orson Hyde the 
sented the Authorities sf the Church, 
each Quorum of whom was unani- 
mously sustained by the vote of the 

righam Young, President of ¢ 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, Heber C. Kimball his First, 
and Daniel H. Wells his Second 
Counsellors. 

Orson Hyde, President of the Quo- 
rum of the Twelve Apostles, and Orson 
Pratt, sen., John Taylor, Wilford 
Woodruff, George A. Smith, Amasa 
M. Lyman, Ezra T. Benson, Charles 


from the Church. The work of |C. Rich, Lorenzo Snow, Erastus AD 

, settling the southern portions of this | Snow, Franklin D. Richards and and 1 
Territory is a great work, and is | George Q. Cannon, members of said Pr 
fraught with immense blessings to | Quorum. ‘he ( 
this community. Those settlements John Smith, Patriarch of the whole touel 
will be sustained, if we have to re- | Church. teres’ 
plenish the mission by sending down| Daniel Spencer, President of the word 
men of means to develop the resources | Stake of Zion, and David Fullmer and frolic 
of the country, and fulfil the purposes | George B. Wallace, his Counsellors. were 
of Heaven. Inquired if a vote should William Eddington, John V. Long, man. 
be taken to send down men to assist | John L. Blythe, George Nebeker, selve 
and replenish that mission ; the whole | John T. Caine, Joseph W. Young, Fath 
congregation voted in favor of doing so. | Howard O. Spencer, Claudius V. Spen- sprin 
~~~ President B. Young said he should | cer, John Squires, William H. Folsom, God. 
| feel justified in going to live inthe | Emanuel M. Murphy, Thomas E. ship 
| south, if the Conference should de- | Jeremy, members of the High Council. the ¥ 


i cide that he should go there; but if 
t he went there, he would create no 


John Young, President of the High are : 
Priests’ Quorum, Edwin D. Woolley Fath 


_ little stir, for many would go with | and Samuel W. Richards, his Counsel- God’ 
; him, and he would soon have steam- | lors. this 
‘ boats passing up the Colorado. The Joseph Young, President of the how 
' people there have not seen thé country | First Seven Presidents of the Seven- If tl 
- yet; we shall shortly want another ties, and Levi W. Hancock, Henry muc! 

path to bring home the Saints, an Herriman, Albert P. Rockwood, Horace tain 
want to prepare for it. There are! S. Eldredge, Jacob Gates and John for ¢ 
men on this Stand that saw the pre-| Van Cott, members of the First desi) 
_ sent situation of our once happy nation | Seven Presidents of the Seventies. Latt 
- as wellas they do now. I donot wish William Squire, President of the Cl 
' to say much, but I wish you to re- | Elders’ Quorum, James Smith flyin 


member that the river Colorado is not 
far from our southern settlements, 
only 125 miles from St. George. 


Peter Later, his Counsellors. __ 
Edward Hunter, Presiding a 
Leonard W. Hardy and Jesse ©. 


- Choir sang ‘As the dew from hea- | Little, his Counsellors. T 
ven distilling.” The President of the Priests’ Quo- and 
President Daniel Spencer pro- | rum having removed from the city, T. I 
nounced the benediction. was deemed wisdom to pass that over E 

| — for the present. the 
Afternoon. Adam Spiers, President of the and 

The congregation was called to order, | Teachers’ Quorum, Henry I. Doremus our 
and the choir sang the hymn on the | and Martin Lenzi, his Counsellors. our 
73rd e. Elder Wilford Woodruff| John S. Carpenter, President nee 


offered prayer, after which the choir 


the Deacons’ 


uorum, Samuel G. 
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Ladd and Warren Hardie, his Counsel- | 


lors. 

Brigham Young, Trustee-in-Trust 
for the Church of Jesus Christ of 
latter-day Saints. 

Daniel H. Wells, Superintendent 
of Public Works, John Sharp, his 
Assistant. 

William H. Folsom, Architect for 
the Church. 

Brigham Young, President of the 
Perpetual Emigrating Fund to gather 
the poor, Heber C. Kimball, Daniel 
H. Wells and Edward Hunter, his 
Assistants and Agents for said Fund. 

George A. Smith, Historian and 
general Church Recorder, and Wilford 
Woodruff, his Assistant. 

A list of missionary names was read 
and vozed for by the Conference. 

President Brigham Young addressed 
che Conference for about an hour, 
touching upon many subjects of in- 
terest to the Latter-day Saints. The 
words of his text were ‘‘Fun and 
frolic.” The subjects of the discourse 
were the human and Divine nature of 
man. He said, we can behold in our- 
selves every attribute there is in our 
Father in heaven; we are the off- 
spring of Him that we worship as 
God. In this condition and relation- 
ship we view the whole human family, 
the world of error and ignorance, they 
are all the children of our heavenly 
Father. Man is the most helpless of 
God’s creatures when he comes into 
this world, and yet, when developed, 
how rapidly he grows in intelligence. 
If the mind of man-is stretched too 
much, that injures it, therefore a cer- 
tain amount of recreation is nece 
for the preservation of health, and he 
desired on this account to have the 
Latter-day Saints enjoy themselves. 

Choir sang, ‘‘ See, the mighty angel 
fying 1)? 

Benediction by Elder J. V. Long. 


oy Sunday, Oct. 9, 10 a.m. 

The meeting was opened by singing, 
and prayer was offered by Elder E. 

. Benson. 

Elder Lorenzo Snow reasoned on 
the way to be happy and comfgrtable, 
and how, by constant attention to 
our duties, we could become like God 
ourheavenly Father. There was no 
need, he contended, for the Saints 
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looking at the dark side of the.p 
for they have everything toes 
them. 
President Heber C. Kimball; 
trated. the condition of the 


family by a figure of the pottery 


> 
* 


ness. was very 
comparisons, principles in’. 
great plainness and with much simphi- — 


city. 
The choir sang, ‘‘ All you that love 


y in his. . 


Immanuel’s name,” and Elder Jacob - 


Gates pronounced the benediction. 
Afternoon. 
After singing, Elder Geo B. 
Wallace addressed the throne of grace. 
The Sacrament was administered by 
Bishops Hunter and Counsellors, 
McRae and Counsellors, and L. D. 
Young, MHlder E. T. Benson, Patri- 
arch John Young, and Elder W. W. 
Phelps, add the Conference on 
a variety of topics, bearing testimony 
to the truth, and exhorting the people 
to faithfulness and diligence in the 
Work of the Lord. President Bri 
ham Young adverted to the subjects 
of Prophets ia Israel, and remarked 
that nearly every man who had 
spoken during the Conference had 
rophesied, and so it would be ifa 
hundiel others were to speak, and he 
would be glad if all the Lord’s people 


were Prophets. The President gave _ 
much valuable instruction upon pro- — 


phecy, the general duties of Saints, 
and blessed the people in the name of 
the Lord. 

On motion, the Conference, ad- 
journed till the 6th of April next, 
then to meet again at 10 a.m., at the 
same,place. The choir sang, ‘‘ Happy 


is the man that finds the grace,” and - 


the President dismissed the Conference 
with the following benediction:— —— 


O God the Eternal Father, in the 


name of Jesus Christ thy Son we pray 


for thy blessi to rest upon 
congregation. less thy holy Pfiest- 
hood, each and every Quorum, in 


order that all may be inspired by the 
power of the Holy Ghost to do 


perform every duty before Thee 


and 
secure to themselves eternal life 


celestial kingdom. Bless the good 
upon the whole face of the earth; over- 


that exist upon it. 


throw the evil and the wickedness . 
Bless thy Saints — 
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as parents, and bless their children ; 
give wisdom to the parents that they 
may bring up their children in the 
murture and admonition of the Lord ; 
bless the children with a spirit of sub- 
mission to their nts ; give them a 
thirst for oad me , that- they may 
seek for wisdom in the way of life and 
salvation by the revelations of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Bless the bre- 
thren and sisters that have made 
melody in our hearts with their insiru- 
ments and their voices. 


HEROISM. 


Bless, we pray thee, this Conference: 
preserve us until we shall meet again 
upon this ground. Preserve the 
righteous, prosper thy kingdom ix 
every land, and sweep wickedness 
from the land, and hasten the day 
when we can assemble upon the centre 
Stake of Zion. We ask all in the 
name of Jesus, to whom with the 
Father and Holy Spirit, we will as- 
cribe praises forever and ever. Amen. 

V. Lona, 


Clerk of Conference. 


HEROISM. 


Self-denial, fortitude, virtue and 
courage, are the elements of true 
‘heroism, and they are to be found in 
the breasts of all ranks, classes and 
conditions of society. Time was—and 
still is the exploded folly too often 
indulged in—when, if an example of 
neble heroism was wanted, the re- 
cords of the tinselled tournaments of 
chivalry, or the gory battle-fields of 
war were ated for the living em- 
bodiment of all the ideal virtues of 
the hero. But there is no need to 
scan the history of the past—our own 

esent abounds with examples of the 
‘oftiest heroism. It is not confined to 
ue ‘royal or gentle blood” of worldly- 
noble descent; it is oftener to be found 
ia the hovel of the poor or the bosqm 
of the uneducated peasant, than in 

_ the palaee of the rich or the hearts of 

a titled aristocracy. Duty faithfully 
perfermed, sélf-denial unflinchingly 
practiced, and virtue carefully cherish- 
ed, will make a hero of any man. 
ras | virtuous action tends to ennoble 
the character, and every act ef self- 
denial tends te purify the heart and 
exalt the whole being unto a nesrer 
alliance to all that is pure, holy and 
Gedlike. 

Thousands of true, noble heroes and 
heroines are to be found among the 
Latter-day Saints—men and women 
who are performing, every day, deeds 
worthy of the noble martyrs who, in 
apy days, sealed their testimony 
with their blood, and rejoicingly 

ed in the midst of the flames. 
© martyr at the stake was sustained 


by the consciousness that he was dying 
in a noble cause, that the hosts of 
heaven, as well as the brethren of his 
choice on earth, were anxiously watch- 
ing the result of the fiery ordeal which, 
if patiently endured, was to elevate 
him to a seat among the nobility of 
heaven, and that his name would be 
handed down to posterity and be 
cherished by the faithful of all future 
generations. The armer-clad knight 
of chivalry was urged to daring deeds 
of physical courage by the kindling 
glances and approving smiles of the 
fair and beautiful beings he worship- 

, and the consciousness that the 
loss of their favor, and life-long shame 
and disgrace, would be the reward of 
shrinking cowardice. The soldier on 
the battle-field is excited by the en- 
thusiasm of the thousands & whom 
he is surrounded, and is maddened by 
the rush, and roar, and smoke, and 
blood of the battle ; or, perchance—as 
is the case with many—he is wick at 
heart and weary of that life which 
others extol him as a hero for so fear- 
lessly risking, and is wishing that 
bullet, or ball, or shell, would put 4 
speedy period to a miserable and bur- 


silently, faithfully, unobtrusively 
unobservedly, performs his daily duty, 
though conscious that his self-d 
and struggles against temptation 
sim are unknown to all,. save 

and God, is 9 truer hero than the 
bravest soldier—for many who have 


conquered cities have been unable # 
eonquer themselves—and possesses all 


densome existence. But the man who | 
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GOD’8 PROVIDENCE. 


the elements of greatness and nobility 
that ever animated the bosoms of the 
confessors and martyrs for the truth. 

Nor is this self-sacrificing and heroic 
irit confined to the stronger sex 
one. As often, if not oftener, is it 
found amopg Eve’s fair daughters, as 
among Adam’s noble sons. The poor 
widow who, while herself and child- 
ren were suffering the pains of hunger, 
gave her last e of bread to the 
stranger Prophet, not knowing when 
ot how she should obtain more, per- 
formed a deed evincing a martyr’s 
fortitude—one worthy of being in- 
scribed on the immortal tablets of the 
archives of eternity, and which ranked 
her, along with that other who cast all 
her small living into the treasury of 
the temple, among the noble and self- 
sacrificing spirits who are held up for 
the admiration of the world. The 
unwritten history of the Latter-day 
Saints is full of such examples— 
widows who have often gone without 
food, to set it before the servants of 
God; mere children, both male and 
female, who have gladly suffered 
hunger, or denied themselves of some 
long-cherished pleasure, or some much- 
coveted trifle, or necessary article of 
Wearing apparel, so that they might 


be able to contribute something to the 
support of the Work of God or the 


comfort of his servants; the father 
who, regardless of the many — 
wants and pressin 
beloved wife and little family, reso- 
lutely sets aside, from the 
pittance of his ne earnings, that 
which he feels rightfully belongs unte | 
the Lord; the thousands who have, , 
given their all, and are still devoting i 
themselves, and all that they have, to | 
the advancement and lishment — 
of the kingdom of God on the earth, 
regardless of their own present com- — 
fort, and anticipating no temporal re- | 
ward in this present life, so far as | 
they themselves are concerned, —these 
are the noble sons and daughters of 
the Lord God Almighty, who are 
manifesting a holy heroism far sur- 
passing that of the proudest warriors, 
orthe most renowned deeds of chivalry, 
and who are yet destined, when 
glorious scenes of eternity shall be 
unfolded to the view of an astonished 
world, and the secret acts of men are 
made known in the ears of all livi 


to stand forth in all the brillianey a 
innate virtue, clothed in the ah ‘ 


ments of celestial glory, and to 
crowned in the midst of the angeli 
hosts, as the heaven-recognized heroes 
and heroines of the 

W. H. 8. 


GOD'S PROVIDENCE. 


What subject can be more en- 
rapturing to the feelings of man, than | 
the contemplation of the love and 
the goodness of an All-wise and merci- 
ful Creator, which we everywhere be- 
hold in a thousand various ways and 
forms. Wherever we turn our eyes 
and look around on the exquisitely 
fair and wide expanse of this lower 
World, what lovely, orderly and match- 
less scenes of beauty and grandeur are 
seen to exist ; what soothing, exhila- 
rating and pleasant aspects combine 
to constitute a t an nd combi- 
nation of loveliness and excellence. 

ur eyes are everywhere attracted, 
and our ears saluted by the number- 
less forms of beauty and order that 


exist, on which are imprinted, and in 


which are traceable, the name and 
majesty, the might and perfection of 
an All-wise and kind Providence. 

So transitory, however, are 
images of beauty which adorn and em- 
bellish the earth, and that impart in- 
expressible gratification to our mone, 
ws man naturally, as an eternal 

at thi more perma- . 
have an existence when time shall" 


have rolled itself into the boundless 
ocean of eternity. The blushing prim-— 
rose, with all its beauty and 
must 8s ily away; it is too 
short-lived, in its present state, for 
man. To-day we see it blooming 
vividly and smilingly, as if it were 
proud of its lovely endowments ; buj 
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lo! to-morrow it is shorn of its re- 
fulgence, and passes away as a dream 
from before our vision, leaving us to 
mourn its disappearance ere we have 
well had the opportunity of tendering 
it a due consideration and welcome. 
Reason and observation teach man not 
to expect a lasting state of things in 
time upon the earth, because as he 
himself is brought under the power of 
death by sin, so are all the productions 
of the earth subjected to decay and 
dissolution by his disobedience. 
Notwithstanding the transitory na- 
ture of earthly things, man has a capa- 
city for eternal appreciation and en- 
joyment; and, viewing him on the 
principle of eternal progression and 
duration, we are, as reasonable and 
intelligent beings, led to suppose that 
the earth will yet yield, when purified, 
such things as will harmonize with his 
future state of purity and perfection. 
It is gratifying in the extreme to con- 
sider that God, in his goodness and 
mercy, has revealed a plan by which 
all animated nature shall be redeemed 
and have cause to rejoice, and by 
whose power transitory enjoyments 
shall give way to those of a more fade- 
less and permanent character. 
When man shall have learned and 
racticed the Gospel sufficiently to 
ave overcome the influences of sin 
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and Satan, then shall the earth be r. 
deemed and rendered a fit abode for 
him in his purified condition; then 
shall it resume its former Paradisiacal 
aspects, and, free from the curse of 
sin which bringeth death, yield im- 
mortal fruits and flowers, endless in 
their duration, exquisitely «beautiful 
and lovely in the extreme. But were 
these the only boons to be inherited 
by the power of the Gospel, man’s 
happiness would be imperfect and in- 
complete. These things, however, 
only form part of the extensive and 
Divinely-arranged system of salvation. 
The Gospel power will resurrect the 
dead, reinstate man in all that death 
has rendered vacant, bind again to- 
gether those tender ties which once 
consituted his fondest and _ greatest 
joy and hope, and lead him upward 
and onward to honor and exaltation, 
until he shall have knowledge and 
wisdom—Godlike in their nature and 
power, and endless in their duration 
—to lead and direct those who are 
committed to his surveillance and 
watch-care. This is what we are 
proud to term Latter-day Saint philo- 
sophy, and the contemplation thereof 
makes us frankly and gladly own 
God’s providence. 
JAMES CHRYSTAL. 


HISTORY OF BRIGHAM YOUNG. 
(Continued from page 761. ) 


( HISTORY OF ORSON HYDE. 
few days after this, J attended a 
Conference in the town of Orange, at 
which I was ordained a High Priest 
under the hands of Joseph Smith, and 
appointed on « mission to Elyria and 
orence in connection with brother 
Hyrum Smith. In these places we 
were the means of converting and bap- 
tizing many of my old Campbellite 
friends—raired up and organized two 
or three Branches of the Church, laid 
hands on several sick persons and 
healed thei by prayer and faith. 
r contirming the Churches and 
ring a faithful testimony to them 
_ and to all people, in the midst of much 


| the public congregations of the At 


opposition, we returned again to Kirt 
land. I found brother Hyrum a ples 
sant and an agreeable companion, 4 
wise counsellor, a father and a ui 
Soon after our return to Airtian®, 

was sent on another 
pany with brother Samuel H. Sm “ 
a younger brother of the Prophet, wh 
was a man slowof 8 and 
learned, yet a man of good faith 
extreme integrity. We journey : 
early in the spring of 1832, east 
ward together, without ‘purse or sep, 
going from house to house, Seo i 
and preaching in families, and 


Wherever we were received 
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Branch. Also raised up a Branch 
some thirty in Bradford, Mass. ... 


tained, we left our blessing; and | 


wherever we were rejected, we washed 


“4 our feet in private against those who| Then proceeded on to: Saco. 

- rejected us, “and bore testimony of it| Maine, where we preached several 

unto our Father in heaven, and went} times. From thence. proceeded. to 

al on our way rejoicing, according to the | Farmington where. we faised up 4 

. commandment. Branch of about 20 in num 

4 _ When in Westfield, New York, we | Returned by way of Bradford 

r preached to acrowded audience. Ij Lowel; called on my sister, 2 
was speaker. After the discourse, a| North. Although separated from, 

4 gentleman rose up and requested that | for 25 she received me ¥e 

a brief history of Joseph Smith be | coolly on account of my 10R. «- 

ie given to the peopleprevious to his find- | told her that the Lord had had paticu- 


lar respect for her—had not sent her 
this message by a stranger—a man 
whom she knew not, and uently 
one in whom she had no co nee ; 
but has taken your own mother’s son 
—dandled upon the same knee, nursed 
at the same breast and like Joseph in 
t, separated from his kinsfolks 
and compelled to make friends. among 
strangers. This brother comes. to you 
with this m ein the name of the 
Lord. She replied: ‘If the Lord had 
sent you I should think he would have 
prepared my heart to receive your 
message, which he has not done.” 

This answer filled my heart with 
sorrow for her unbelief. Indeed, I 
could hardly restrain my feelings on 
the occasion; still I did, and replied 
to my sister by the following interrog 
gatives: 

‘Laura, do you think that God sent + 95 
his Son with a message to the Jews? 

‘Yes;’ was the reply. 

‘Did he, or did he not, prepare their 
hearts to receive it? She was silent; j 
and with a heart ready to burst with |. 
grief, I turned away from my sister, ©. 
confident that her heart 

| 
bade her adieu, resolving to slow 
to callupon any more of my relatives. 
that I might be exempted from the ~— 
duty of washing my feet 


ing the plates. remarked, that I 
was not acquainted with the early his- 
tory of Joseph Smith, and conse- 

uently was unable to comply with 
the request, but observed that his 
younger brother was present who 
might, if he felt disposed, favor them 
with an account of the early life of his 
brother. 

Samuel arose and said, that as it was 
the early history of his own brother 
that they required, it might be thought 
that, in’ consequence of his near kin, 
his statements might not be free from 
partiality, and respectfully declined 
the task. 

The gentleman who first made the 
F request then stated that he had been 
acquainted with Joseph Smith from 
his boyhood. It was then observed 
that he wasasuitable person to give 
his history. Accordingly he began to 
do so. He soon came to where he said 
Joseph did some mean act and ran 
away. Another gentleman in the con- 
ore, knowing that the speaker 

recently run away from his former 
place of abode for -his mean acts and 
come there, here interrupted the 
speaker by asking him how long it was 
after Joseph ran away till he started? 
, This question so discomfited the 
" speaker that he sat down amid the 
hisses and uproar of the multitude. 


es 


~ 


so F 


— 


— 


tizing some. 


few, who were attached to the Boston 


So, but little of the history of Joseph 
Smith was given at that meeting. 
From this place we hastened to 
Spafford where there was a small 
Branch of the Oharch; and by our 
ministry added 14members. Wethen 
hastened cn to Boston, Mass., preach- 
ing and ing by the way and bap- 
. e raised up a Branch 
in Boston of some 25 or 30 members. 
Preached also. in Lynn and baptized a 


| 


kindred in case of being 


} leaving them to be warned 


with by strange 
Mr. No 


| 
| 
| 
| 
good man in the estimation of “his 
acquaintances, loving popular religion’ 
and money also, gavé me tounderstamd 
that I was welcome et his house.om® 
account of relationship,.“ but, hat he 
did not care to entertain my oc leag eee 
thought I, that you vets: worthy 4 
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before God to entertain him! I cared 
not for his invitation, as I thought 
more of Samuel than of any one in his 
house, and stayed only long enough 
to discharge my duty, and never again 
voluntarily 

From Lowel we returned to Boston; 
and from thence we went to Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, and there bap- 
tized some ten or fifteen persons amid 
modst violent opposition. We had to 
flee in the night, sleep under the fence 
and under an apple tree. Went back 
to Boston and then started for home, 
where we arrived late in December. 

This was one of the most arduous 
and toilsome missions ever performed 
in the Charch. To travel two thou- 
sand miles on foot, teaching from 
house to house, and from city to city, 
without purse or scrip, often sleeping 
in school houses after preaching—in 
barns, in sheds, by the way side, under 
trees, &c., was something of a task. 
When one would be teaching in pri- 
vate families, the other would fre- 
quently be nodding in his chair, weary 


with toil, fatigue and want of sleep 
We were often rejected in the after part 
of the day, compelling us to travel in 
the evening, and sometimes till people 
were gone to bed, leaving us to] 
where we could. We would sometimes 
travel until midnight or until nearl 


| daylight before we could find a barn z 


shed in which we dare to lie down; 
must be away before discovered least 
suspicion rest upon us. Would often 
lie down under trees and sleep in day 
time to make up loss. 

In the spring of 1833. I in com- 
pany with Hyrum Smith, went ona 
mission to Elk Creek township, Erie 
co., Pa., where we labored several 
weeks, and baptized a number of per- 
sons into a Branch of the Church, pre- 
viously raised up there by the ministry 


‘of John F. Boynton and others. We 


also preached considerably in North 
East Township, Ohio, and in other 

laces while passing to and fro, baptiz 
ing some few by the way. Returned 
to Kirtland in the summer.” 


(To be continued.) f ‘) 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1864. 


= 


OF ZION’S CAMP. 


Ws had purposed saying something in our last number of the Stak pertaining 
to the Festival of Zion’s Camp, which was held at the Social Hall, in Great 
Salt Lake City, on the 10th of October, 1864, but had to give place to other 
more interesting matter connected with the Conference, and detailed account 
of the Festival itself. The relics of that noble band, who thirty years ago 
gathered themselves from Ontario and Genesee and Manchester, and the 
regions around about the hill Cumorah, where the Book of Mormon was found, 
and from Albany, and Rochester, and from New England in the east, and the 
Canada shore, and from the south and the north, and the regions aro 

about Kirtland, in Ohio, and from every place in the eastern countries wherever 
the great Work of the last days, then in its infancy, had spread, for the word 
had gone forth that there was trouble in the land of Zion, and that the Saints 
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had been driven by ruthless and infuriated Misseuri mobs, and that the bre- 
thren must gird up their loins, and go forth in the name of Israel’s God, ahd 
redeem Zion and restore the Saints to their lawfully acquired possessions and 

fulhomes. It seems as though we could almost hear Father Hleazer 
Miller, with his trumpet-toned voice exclaim, his grey locks, the while, stream- 
ing in the wind, ‘‘In that day the strength of the Lord’s house consisted, all 


told, of two hundred and five souls.” Of this number we find that, after all * 


their drivings and siftings and murderings, by mobs and cruel persecutions, 
and consequent death and scatterings, that fifty-four of those heroic men were 
found, on the present occasion, participating in ‘unison with their families and 
friends ; and, what may seem strange to some, joining in the festive throng, 
not only in feasting, but also in singing and music and the merry dance. : 

Thirty years ago! what reminiscences, what heart-burning memories must 
have been theirs, when the Prophet Joseph led them forth, on foot, a thou- 
sand miles to the land of Missouri, to grapple, if it should have been the mind 
and will of the Lord, with that whole mobocratic State, in reinstating their 
brethren and friends in their just rights; and, had it not been otherwise 
ordained and overruled by the wisdom of*the Lord for the good of his people, 
methinks it would have been unto them as it was with the host of Midian, 
when encompassed about by the famous three hundred, shouting, ‘‘ The sword 


of the Lord and of Gideon.” For a wise purpose the Lord restrained the fire | 
which burned in the bosoms of that devoted band, and behold! in the Provie 


dence of God his people are saved, while their enemies, having put their trust 
in the ‘‘ shadow of the bramble,” fire has come out therefrom, and they are 
left, like the men of Abimelech, and the men of Shechem, and the house of 
Millo, to destroy and waste each other away. 


But although the Lord softened their hearts from time to time, yet the | 


spirit of lawlessness and insubordination grew and increased in Missouri until, 
in the winter of 1838-9, it finally culminated in the exterminating order of 
Governor Lilburn W. Boggs; and the Saints, after exhausting every resource 
of petition and remonstrance, from the justice of the peace to the judge, and 
from the Legislature and people to the Governor of the State, were finally 
compelled, at the point of the bayonet, to sign away the lands which they had 
purchased from the General Government, to defray the expenses of being thrust 
out and to flee for safety—men, women and children, in the middle of winter— 
into a neighboring State. Then was made a strong effort to obtain redress of. 


grievances from the General Government. When the petitions of 16,000: 


citizens who had been deprived by inhuman atrocities and mobocratic violenes 
of their lawful homes and possessions, were referred, in solemn mockery, by 
the Honorable(?) Senate of the United States, to the committee on Judiciary; 
who, intheir report, referred the petitioners back tothe “great andmagnanimoua(f) 
State of Missouri,” the General Government having no power to coerce a 
State, and that she would doubtless do them justice, then it was when the 
Prophet Joseph made his appeal to Martin Van Buren, who was then Pre- 
sident of the United States, who, with crocodile tears lurking in the corners of 
his eyes, gave that memorable reply, ‘‘Gentlemen, your cause is just, but I 
can do nothing for you,” and thus was the responsibility of unlawfal and 
wicked deeds assumed by the General Government and the perpetrators 
thereof, not only left unpunished to go free, butcherished and fostered im her . 
bosom, while the innocent were left with their acknowledged wrongs Une 
dressed, to suffer and perish. 
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And still the spirit of rebellion to the Constitution and laws. and insubordi- 
nation and mobocratic violence and misrule continued, deepened and spread their 
infecting influence wider and wider, until the fair fields of [linois were stained 
with human gore, and the Prophets Joseph and Hyrum were basely murdered 
in the jail of Carthage while under the pledged faith of Thomas Ford, then 
Governor of the State. The day of petitions had now gone by, and the Saints 
were told to ‘‘ be still,” for ‘‘ vengeance belonged to the Lord, and he would 
surely repay.” The persecutions continued—the Saints hurried the completion 
of the Temple—obtained their washings and holy anointings and endowments 
and blessings, which can only be administered in the House of the Lord, and 
again fled before the ruthless mob who thus licensed by the unrebuked ex- 
ample of Missouri, pursued the Saints with the fire-brand and the sword, to 
their utter expulsion from the State and their chosen city and Temple of 
Nauvoo, which, by their indomitable energy and perseverance, they had built 
in their poverty, and in the midst of their persecutions and distress. After 
the death of the Prophet, they called that place the City of Joseph. And thus 
by the unhallowed persecutions of those wicked men, who feared neither God 
nor man, neither had respect to their own laws and Government, were this people 
disfranchized and banished for their religion, because they had presumed to 
believe in a God of revelation, who had restored the authority of the Holy 
Priesthood upon the children of men, and because they believed that the Lord 
had done this, and that Joseph Smith was that Heaven-inspired Prophet 
whom the Lord had thus chosen, and whom He had highly honored by con- 
ferring upon him this authority, and for these things fifteen to twenty thou- 
sand persons—men, women and children—could be plundered and driven and 
slain with impunity from city to city, from county to county, and from State 
to State, until finally expelled from the confines of so-called civilization, from 

the land of boasted liberty, whose Constitution and Government guaranteed 
the free exercise of religious liberty for all men to worship God according to 
the dictates of their own consciences ; but these doctrines were unpopalar and 
could not be allowed to exist, and if law could not reach them, mob rule and 
powder and ball must, and hence they were driven forth, being robbed and 
plundered of their scanty possessions, in poverty and sickness, to go they knew 
not where, only into a howling wilderness, as was believed by their murderous 
persecutors, to starve and miserably perish and die. Who then looked on with 
pitying eye? Who then stretched forth the helping hand to succor this poor, 
distressed and unoffending people? Many were heard to say it was a very 
unfortunate thing the way, the manner in which they killed the Smiths, but 
that they were glad it was done. It was very shocking to drive so many poor 


women and children and sick people from their homes in such indigent cir- 


cumstances; ‘‘but then, they had no need to have been such d——4 fools as to 
be ‘Mormons.’” But the towns, cities, counties, Territories, States and General 
Government, press, editors, priests, politicians, divines, devils and people, 
passed by on the other side, and coldly acquiesced in these inhuman outrages, 
and not only acquiesced, but exulted therein. Gentle reader, do you think 
the picture overdrawn? Point, if you can, to the town, city or county where 
a single resolution was passed expressive of an indignant feeling. No! n0 
fairs were held to solicit means for their benefit. No Southern Bazaars, in 
this nor any other country, were held for their relief ; no humane societies con- 
tributed for their aid. Thus did these people travel—lingering by the way 4 
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r "the most suitable places, laboring and raising grain for their rial for ae 
i the heavens dropped no manna, nor did their clothes refrain from wearing oak; a 
on that long and tedious journey—which by the blessings of heaven and under. 
| 


the able guidance of Brigham Young, who led them like a second Mosesa— 
they were from Februry 1846, until September 1848, two years and-a-half, in 
accomplishing a distance irom Nauvoo to Great Salt ‘Lake City, of over 1,900 
miles. 

It is not our wish or purpose to trace up the history of the Saints of latter 
days in those momentous times —but may not the people of the United States, 
when they find time and choose to do so, trace therein the true source from 
whence their present troubles have arisen. If in its germ, before its des- 
tructive influence had taken such deep root and spread so widely over the 
land, corrupting the hearts of the people, the “Government and people of the 
United States, instead of cherishing and patronizing criminal acts;° mob 
violence and discord, had, by exercising the strong arm of power, crushed it 
out, redressed the grievances of the Saints and reinstated them in their lands 
and possessions, as they were in duty bound to do, who can say but if the 
spirit of insubordination and lawlessness being thus early subdued, the guilty 
brought to condign punishment, and the innocent protected, and justice thus 
vindicated, that rebellion would not have been nipped i in the bud, and union 
and prosperity and fair peace have continued to exercise their benignant sway, 
permanently enthroned, through generations to come, in thé best, the freest 
and most liberal Constitution and Government in the world. Butno! instead 
of crushing the demon mobocracy, they cherished it in their bosoms—instead 
of circumscribing its baneful influence, they gave it freescope, and mobocrata, 
thieves, robbers and murderers were unblushingly seen in open day, walking 
arm in arm with the magnates of the land, parading the chief avenues and 
public walks of life, entrusted with the affairs of Government, and hospitably, 
received and entertained ; in the highest circles of society. 

They have nourished the fire of desolation in their bosoms, which, failing 
to extinguish in its firat inception, is now beyond their control, and; like 
the shipwrecked mariner, they are left floundering in the angry surge, with no 
ray of light or hope penetrating the gloom of thick darkness which overspreads — 
the horizon of their political destiny. But the Festival still goes on; and 
although J oseph and Hyrum are not there, having sealed their testiinony with | 
their blood in the jail of Carthage, though they,*with many others who have — 
fallen victims to mob vielence, whose murderers yet roam free and unmolested, © 
have secured unto themselves the martyr’s crown, and, with Jesus, will finally 
triumph and live and reign gloriously, while their murderers will forever sink 
into the deep, dark pit wherein no illuminating ray can penetrate, and, 
finally, become angels to the Devil, for.it is written ‘‘ that ho murderer hath 
eternal life abiding in him.” And still the Festival gées on, and Brigham is 
there recounting the history of the past, of difficulties overcome, and oom- 
paring it with the more blissful present ; and the ever-faithful Heber is there, 
and Orson Hyde; and John Taylor, whose blood mingled with the ‘martyred 
Prophets’ in the jail of Carthage, now cured of his wounds; and Wilford ~ 
Woodruff, who makes jottings by the way; and George A. Smith, who keeps : 
the archives containing the records of those stirring times, and who ‘draws from” 
the vast storehouse of his memory the anecdotes of the period and the sayings 
of Joseph ; and Amasa M. mar) aie Rich were also ‘there ; and * 
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Joseph Young, sen., who used to mount the wagon-wheel and cry off a portion 
of his own scanty allowance of food, for fear some one else in the camp would 
go more hungry than he would. 

All these, with many others, compatriots with, and friends of Joseph—how 
could the President avoid marshalling them, and calling ont the captains of 
tens, and the captains of fifties, and the captains of hundreds, and, with his 
friends, going round and shaking hands with them, and then, with Heber and 
Orson, lifting up bis hands and blessing them in the name of the Lord. But 
then, language is inadequate to portray the conflicting emotions which must 
have pervaded the bosoms of men like these, upon such an occasion as this, 
for although in the chequered history of the struggling past, the most of them 
had probably occasionally met each other, yet this was the first reunion of the 
kind in which they had met together since that memorable campaign, thirty 
years before, in which they had associated, and travelled and mingled together 
‘with the Prophet Joseph during the summer of 1834, in the capacity designa- 
_, ted as Zion’s Camp. It is doubtless the case that many more of the brethren 


. » belonging to that Camp may be yet living, though absent on missions or other- 


wise, like our beloved brother Orson Pratt, sen., who is one of the immortal 205, 

and is now on a mission to this country, laboring, as then, in connection with 
his brethren for the spreading forth of the Gospel for the salvation of souls, 
_ ‘the bringing forth of Zion, and the upbuilding of the kingdom of God upon 
the earth. 

Thirty years ago! The strength of the Lord’s House has constantly in- 
creased since then, until now it numbers many thousands of souls, both in 
Europe and America, and in the colonies of Africa and Asia, and upon the 
islands of the sea. And during this period of time the Lord has continued, in 
his own way, to lead his people and thwart and frustrate the plans and 
machinations of their enemies, and overrule, overthrow and cast down, 
according to His good pleasure, until his people have gained a foothold on 
the backbone of the continent of America, in the fastnesses of the Rocky 
Mountains, in the fat vallies of Ephraim, the fair and sequestered vales of 
Deseret, even the chambers of the Lord, the Holy One of Israel. : 

The Work of the Lord is still progressing, and the poor, honest people are 
hastening by thousands home to Zion. The Lord is nourishing and strength- 
ening the feet of his people in those peaceful Vales, and shielding them as it 
were in the hollow of his hand, while his indignation and wrath are being 
poured out upon his enemies. But how—Zion’s Camp met in the Social Hall, 
and under the blazing light of the chandeliers, and the brilliant transparencies 
presenting in living characters ‘‘Our Mountain Home,” talked and visited with 
each other, and chatted over the many scenes which they had encountered in 
the past, eontrasting them with the ever-varying but now happy present, and 
the glowing future, when in the due time of the Lord Israel shall again go 
forth in her strength, “‘ bright as the sun, fair as the moon, and terrible as an 
army with banners,” and establish and build up the waste places, and re- 
possess themselves of their long-lost, but never-forgotten rights and possessions; 
and how they enjoyed themselves over the bountiful supper which had been 
provided, and sang songs, and told anecdotes, and thus, with sweetest melody 
and dancing, passed the night away, and with hearts fall of thankfulness gave 
God the glory, afford iteras as the history of this people always has, and we 


suppose always will, too numerous to mention ; but still the Festival goes on. + 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE, 


NOTICE TO PRESIDENTS OF DISTRICTS AND CONFERENCES, — 


BOOK AGENTS, ETC. : 


Having to make up several lists and statements for President Young at the 
end of the year, it will greatly facilitate our labors by your so arranging the 
business in your Conference, as to be enabled to forward your December 
remittance to this Office by the 1st of January at the latest. 

The Statistical Report for the year ending December 31st, and the Financial _ 
Report for the quarter, are also required at as early a date as possible. We 
also wish to draw the attention of the Elders to the necessity of morecare being 
paid by them to the way in which the Certificates of Audit are sometimes 
forwarded to this Office. We occasionally receive them signed by the Presi- 
sident of the Conference only, sometimes signed by him and the District Pre- 
sident as Auditors, and sometimes not signed by Auditors at all. This prac- 
tice is very reprehensible, and entirely contrary to the design for which these 
certificates are required from the Conferences. It is obviously intended that 
some one besides the Elder who immediately keeps the books should look over 
and examine them, or there can be no true audit. His signature, as Auditor — 
to his own accounts, being useless in the extreme, and little else than a 
mockery of what is intended. There are but very few Conferences in the 
Mission in which two men cannot be found sufficiently acquainted with book- 
keeping to examine accounts as simple as the Individual Emigration Account 
should be when properly kept. But some of the brethren appear to have a 
fear to allow their books to be looked over, giving rise to the suspicion that 
the accounts are either wrongfully applied, or kept in such an incomprehen- 
aible or slovenly manner, that only the one person can understand or decipher 
them. We wish the Presidents of Districts to give this matter their serious 
consideration, and see that Auditors are appointed in each Conference in their 
District, and that every facility is given to the brethren, so appointed, te 
examine the books, papers, etc., that may be necessary for them to correctly 
fulfil their duties. 

The Conference Book Agents will please forward to this Office, as soom as- 
possible, the number of Stars and Jourmats they will require for 1865, 
These returns should be in at any rate by the 26th of December. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


—o—_—_ 


Dunnam Conrgrencs.—Elder Hyrum P. Folsom writes from Sunderland 
on the 22nd ult., as follows :—‘‘I wih to give yeu some idea how I feel im 
the work I am engaged in. Knowing that it is the Work of Ged, by the 
Spirit, I feel a great desire to press forward and do all in my power, 
with his help, to spread the principles of salvation and of life among 
the honeat-in-heart, I feel thankful that the Lord saw fit, through 
servants, to send me forth to publish the glad tidings of the Gospel; and 
my desire to live in such a way before Him, that I may be able ¢o do 
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Saints and Gentiles good ; that I may show the world, by my actions, that the 
stories in circulation against us as a people are false, and that we neither 
practice nor uphold dishonesty ; that we wish to do the inhabitants of the 
earth good, if they will only let us. It is my only desire to bless them, by the 
assistance of my Father in heaven, with the blessings of life eternal ; to show 
them, in my weak way, that He has set up his kingdom on the earth, no more 
to be thrown down, and that he is now gathering all those who are desirous of 
serving him and keeping his commandments, that the wicked may be destroyed 
from off the face of the earth. I regret that there are so few who will listen 
to the warning voice, and that some of those who have received a knowledge 
of the Gospel are so negligent in performing thejr duty, thinking that God will 
not let them suffer. They do not yet realize that ‘‘God helps those who help 
themselves.” I have learned that if I do not show to Him by my actions that 
I am willing to serve him and todo what he requires of me, I will have to 
suffer for it; but if I display my obedience by my acts, he will bless me, as I 
know he has done. My health is good, and has been for the last three months. 
I find friends and Saints wherever I go, who are willing to do all they can te 
make me comfortable ; who sustain me with their faith and prayers, that I 
may give them good counsel, which, assisted by the Spirit, I will ever strive to 
do, also myself feeling willing to submit to the ‘counsels of those placed over 
me. This I hope I may always be willing to do, for obedience is one of the 
first and the greatest ot the laws of Heaven, and through it we must look for sal- 
vation. Brother Cox is in the Newcastle Conference at present, and he and 
brother Felt are well. 
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ENGLAND. 
CHELTENHAM DISTRICT. 
Cheltenham, Noy. 14, 1864. 

President Wells. 

Déar Brother,—I take the liberty 
of sending you a few lines. After 
you left here, on Monday, August 
22nd, as arranged brother Orson Pratt, 
sen., remained and gave two lectures 
during the week, which I believe have 
been the means of doing much good, 
not only to strangers who were not 
acquainted with our principles, but to 
the Saints also, in strengthening their 
faith and cheering them on in the 
good work they have commenced. 
After his departure for Birmingham, 
I started on a visit through the Con- 
ference in company with Elder John 
L. Dolten, aa after travelling nine 
days, visiting four Branches and a 
number of scattered Saints, as well as 
some strangers, holding several meet- 


ings both in and out of doors, we re- 
turned to this place. On the 10th of 
September I went to the Worcester 
Conference, and, in company with 
brother Merrill, held meetings in 
different places as we went along. 
We walked to Hereford to attend a 
Conference meeting held there on the 
18th of September, as you have before 
been apprized of. I remained in the 
Conference, visiting the Saints in 
company with Elder C. A. Benson, 
till the 26th of October, when I re- 
turned to the Worcester Contre 
travelling with Elder Merrill an 
Wheeler, and on the 8th instant I re 
turned to Cheltenham, with my health 
somewhat impaired with severe colds 
that I had caught. 

I can truly say the Work is on the 
increase in this District. The Lord 
has greatly blessed the energetic 


labors of the Elders, so that many are 
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rejoicing in the Trath, our numbers 
having increased more by 
since emigration, than they d 
by it, and we still have flatte 
prospects before us. The brethren 
wish to be kindly remembered to you. 


May the Lord bless you continally, 
is the prayer of your friend and 


brother, 
G. Hotmay. 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 
Manchester, Nov. 14, 1864. ° 
President Wells. 

Dear Brother,— According to your 
request, and having a desire to keep 
you posted on the progress of the 
Work of God in this Conference, I 
now drop you a few lines. As you 
are aware, we held Conference in this 
city on the 30th of October, at which 
yourself, President Taylor, and Elders 
William W. Riter, E. Eldredge, Geo. 
W. Mousley, George Stringam, Wil- 
ford Woodruff, jun., and William 
Crosby, were present. Many have ex- 
pressed themselves highly gratified 
through the wise counsels and edify- 
ing and instructive remarks revealed 
through the servants of God that day. 
In the evening meeting there was 
nearly a hundred strangers present, 
and with the exception of one or two, 
they listened with great attention. 
Since the days have shortened, we 
have had more strangers attend our 
meetings. They, Nicodemus-like, 
When the veil of night has covered 
the earth, will come and hear what 
this strange people believe in; but I 
am afraid the majority are not 8o 
honest as he was, for he acknowledged 
the Savior had come, fer says 
he, ‘*‘No man can do the works 
that thou doest, except God be with 
him.” The power of God has been 
manifested throughout this Confe- 
rence in the same way that it was in 
the days of Christ, still the people 
will not believe, but ascribing it to 
the power of Satan, they shut their 
eyes and turn a deaf ear to these 
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to embrace the Truth. 
since our Conference, 


as long as we do right, and make the 
people acquainted with the principles 
of Truth. 

At present work ete slack, and 
many, no doubt, feel the pangs of 


his people, as he has hitherto done in 
the past. With the Saints it is differ- 
ent from the world, for they are look- 
ing Zionward, with a bright prospect 


‘of better times; but with the world 
ja is dark and gloomy, they see no 
prospects of an improvement. I con- 
tinue to rejoice in the Truth. M 
' testimony has always been that this is 
the Work of God, and I bear that 
testimony to-day.’ With the feelings 
I have now, I can exclaim ::; did one 
of old, ‘‘ This people shall be my 

le, and their God shall be my God.” 
i only wish that I had more experi- 
ence, that I might be more useful in 
building it up, but I suppose I shall 

in that as I grow older, for the little 

have gained since I have been here, 
gold would not purchase it. 

The brethren laboring with me are 
good men, and appreciate 
their company. ough young, they 
bid fair to realize the veka their 

nts. 


Young, jun., I remain your brother 


Greoree W. GRANT. 


Tur face is the noblest that beams brightest with benevolence. That hand the most 
beautiful from which benefits and favors and gifts are continually falling. ’ 


Sweer words fly like honey-bees from the flowery lips of a lovely woman, penetrate 
heart as with the shaft of love, and then fill the puncture witth honey. oe 


things, al we, in the 
solemn manner, testify that they 
true, and that he has again set 

his kingdom on the in 

of the predictions of his servants who 
lived on the earth thousands of years 
ago. Throughout most of the Con- 
ference we have been holding district - 
meetings,. and we find them to result _ 
in not only to the Saints, with 
whom it is a time of rejoicing, but 
many st are attracted by the 


unusual gatherings, and are in time led — 
We have added a few by baptiam - 
I feel 


sanguine we shall continue to increase — 


hunger, but the Lord will take care of -. 


With kind love to President B.. 


in the cause of Truth, anare 
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